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the same number of pieces, and a board
marked out in black and white squares. The
rules of the game, too, are almost exactly
the same, but the pieces are named differently,
and carved to represent elephants and pagodas,
instead of castles and knights. The Mani-
puris also played chess, and I once saw a
lovely set of chessmen carved in ivory and
gold that the Maharajah possessed. The
ones I got at Tummu at the time of which
I write were made of oak, and were evidently
ancient, which added a charm in my eyes,
though the Myouk was very anxious to get
a new set made for me. However, I went
on the principle of a bird in the hand
being better than two in the bush, and
marched away with my trophies on the spot.
We were returning to our camp for breakfast,
when the Myouk informed us that there was
another Sahib living in the place, a military
Sahib of the name of Grant This was news
indeed to us, as we had had no idea when
at Manipur that we had any neighbours